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Between ‘the: invasion of Poland! in September 1939 and the military - . 
"capitulation in’ May 195. Germany and her satellites stripped ‘the. perncs 
¢ countries: of vaat quantities of raw: materials, x machinery, machine tools, 
railway equirment, ‘vehicles, gold, | art Presaise, end every other type, of 


savenie: property, ie substential: part, or ‘this wealth acoumilated ‘in huatete. 


i: either Aone a ‘though ‘the aig tegration. Of. eneny. and. ‘azmed forces . : 


Neen aoe 
or ‘through, storage “there with the tO Relative, satety tron destruction 


by airs. The: -overvinednt = task: now pivebatet -tteel?. to. the, occupying. 


powers. of. returning a Sbandoned wealth, extorted. ander, durens, to. ite 


rightfal-omers. “This ‘undertaking,. ete in. progress, waa asatensd to” 
the Restitutions’ and Reparations Branch, and ‘represents o one: “oR" ‘the most. ae 


extensive. ‘stosteand-found”: ‘operations, ever: attomptods 


“Bistorical. | Basis and Conception of Rost itations 
Cn. Jenwary 5s 1943 olgntecn of the ‘AMlsea Nations, ined ng represen . 


oe . | 
: tatives of goverments in exiles met in Lond oa end announced an 1 "Tater face 


under. Eneny cooupat io or. 7 Controle® ‘These nations announced ‘that they 


reserved. the right to declare invelia a tninators of property: fn ‘eountrses 7 . os 


“occupied. or. controlled directly by. Germany. (Tats. "Londen Decluraticn® 


Was, in the first ‘Aastanco, ‘& formal settonttce of: the aistortoal, maal. 


“and legal, principle th G detttier the. Sa ahaa sic: steals me pert. ‘nor ‘ths ons: 5 who 
ge _ 


: 7: 
* may later cate Anto ite ‘possession « ever = rosedves: titles 


| Abthongt: the: ‘term: restitution: not, fe ia A instin Londen Decleratica 


=: Opén Looting ‘ 
_ ‘when! they’ purp 
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that. te was - * eitted et bs. ‘poeta sequet of the Soviet Delegate’ io" othe 


Conferences . e 


‘although. the: Potsiian Dee! a @id°dowa the broad policy that repara- — 


tions woul not. bee reais: of. ‘Ai trie; \. “9 specified that: n 


“The ‘coverniient & of the wate 


and nett Forte : 


Phe etzect of ‘this paragra 
. /: or vepaiations, as. applied to: dnsteia, to. appropriate German: extern assets. ig 
J . ‘ ‘Bestern Austria Conversely, spent claims: of ‘the > U.Sy:and0 eke were: 


limites to ayprépriate bias oxte 


- ‘there is: appereatly BO auch * eoographi cal ‘inttation on ‘olains of: ‘other: Taited | . 


lations, | ae a Fe . 


Oh 18 Deceriber - 19h5. ‘the Allied 1 Contest for dutta instructed the 


“Qiaartpartite Reparations, Deliveries, amt Restitution Ditectorate to sub- : 7 
: oe sacred? 


Jtive procedure. for restitution, : Saeb a plans was. to. be. da accordance vita 
tf 
' the: principles lata down in the Biclanetion of "Londons. Mbseowy and Potatan 
end to supleneat article by parggraph ar of the: Control Agrecneit for 


bustrie whieh states that the altied Ciptaatin may cect. airectiy, cementing 


“the protection, care ania bet tution of ‘property, olenatis., to ‘the Goveraionts | . 
of any of the Unites Nations. of thoi nattonals.t Ae ae . a aS os 
taplenmatation of Restitution: . | S re r 
ale 
k general plan’ for restitution. was, | shim tied: by the @ uatripart ite ROAR 


Direetorate to ‘the. dilier Comid sain on 26 Januaty igh. 


The: problema. on. this 


level net. with: dueficultics ‘ovcastcnes “by. the fect that: the aifference. ia 


Aasolesys concert, and ‘thought ‘of the: Soviet © elenent an : Feapect to property. 
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“to! aabind such seporta. nee . 


de Dransportation Agreenents 
To. solve. the problem of. transporte cate ‘of. ana necessary y repairs. oe 


to restituteble. properties, the. Giabetpertste RD. & R and Finance Divisio: 


in 
|: 
f.: 


the following ‘resolution by the Biegutive Comttes for: sit aston to ‘the aA 


a i Vienna Pecomended ‘and i secured adoption in’ ‘the early pert, of a 6. of. 


Allied Council. ie | ae 
ae ‘The. cost of transportation wathia ‘he’ treatiers. of. satire, as. 2 
well as: the cost ‘of “necessary, sopaire Por: thansportation, including bors 


material and conganizaticn necessary Por te ostitation of property removed . 


from countries’ ‘ecoupied by the Cerin ‘aol var na . nich 1 aston? Pesovered: din 
. hustria, mist be. bore by dustrias epenaés 4 tneurred ‘outside ‘ot disteia, ‘ a 


: with the | exception, oF Garman, nist ve. pore, by the. recipiant countries. . a oe 


aaa The’ ‘adstrian Mntstry of Finance. with Assiie the 3 necessary: 


. instructiais. a0 that ‘it be sent the: valle. sdeprosenting the expenditures 


- anticipated in Paragranh fa) and’ so ‘thet these “aay de. nde wits. ‘the. is east 


gouge 


be Rapertuta 


of the ity of. Yoemuis 
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ae by the. Cotimission tor. dasteta’ now ¢ aa ie th De esa lee Se a 


‘erakton. of Property Bolongiag to ‘the: a 


ae ‘taken. from the Toreitory of Countries’ Occupied by 


. =) 
ie ‘May « 1946, “and was also published and pat 


Comantatura for ther. iret District. of: the, City. ‘of ‘Wenna,” 


The puntote’ of, this order ae 98 peat a all: institutions and. private 


be it by a sooming ly Tegel. transaction vy. coatiedstien, thet, “rodulettica, : - 


. cotipulsory purehasey, ‘or saferkeoping,, ‘etew “| The. declarat ons: were ‘then eae 


lected ‘by the. local Dusngormotater end’ submit ea, ‘hizougt the: ablitary_ 


Ni ae Commandant, to oe RD a ae on. cant 


; a wforertys . 
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2, “ program’ ‘to! govern ‘the acti ‘és o 


- thet was ere ‘eat concurrently. wit 


_ nepRODUCED at THE NATIONAL A AL. 


Sue ae 


Ag ACHIVES at 


ame 
File Pe re 


7 Re eeees ha 


Nu 


Sepdemeat meiiticnea. in the , firegoing paragraptioe ea ee 


5e ‘Rest tut ton, Direct tvent 


Prior. to: tea format oa 6 Ma aetitiite: 


the pericd fom mia 1915 throug’ Noveuber bs. was. 3 Tinted staat Pe 


< works of art. and cul tired objects in: accordance with directives. in n as: 


‘the Jes 1369: Series. “However, pending Putter instructs, ‘other proper a 


tHes which would picbabiy be: subject to: rotare restitution were ‘tale: under a 


dontrol and. recorded. ye . : iaincs : see | ee. 


Qn 39, Noveubar 195 the first 5 satertn pelley ad trestiive was 


. received. ical the: Joint Caters of: State The, Commanding General of SFA. 


a 


Vo was ondeyed te eae quatripartite or ‘tetpart ite screcnent, in the ditiea | 


ontrod. Commiisssca to ‘the application a tg other ames, of occupation of 


‘the policies nH ont 8 in: this: aire ive ‘a nonevers in ble jadgnent at 


mores WSiS. Bij ‘Franoe, Belgian, ‘Unenbourg the Nether labia Ne ways. . 


Denmark, Foland, \Saschoslovakia, Teaoetaviy and, Greece.’ “Fostituts cc tas. 
j ordered not to be delayed on ‘the: around: Pant items subject to. néstitutioa 7 : ‘ . . 
were needed ‘to met ths military or! ‘civilian requirements in. any” zone of 


‘cceupatin, provided: that, in, ‘the case 6B transportation ¢ Siuipnint,- . mae 


-rebtitution might be 60 > phased as to: tho available trensportetian e 


equipment below that oautrel for nilite Apployment and for purposes 


of the Secupations = 


ol owing éategorios ca 


eh ae > ~ 32 2 00 68 
oe 


i In ‘the case: of ilied Natta, the 


property, were sub ject ‘to reat 


: ee eee 


CLASSIFIED . 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATI 


At 
ae 


aL Azar 


neoatt Eee ae 
: ¥ 


Authority 


Gerasy 


ee nl ae 


detween’ 


2 a 


Beata th 


Ramee les 


E ; 
File (pean rsiks ff sth gar 
Box (6% | 


ene 


——e 


 penonucen armenatnty maar) Si DECLASSIFIED 
| authority AZALD 7 J 
| : Fer): nara dzieL~3-00 


MELE 


cs 


hey 


a 2 
aes 


eo 


" peproove rire arene DECLASSIFIED ~ 


ced GEER Toes 
Be 


eee 
ae 


aes 
aoe 


3 


med: 


ates “a 


+4 


Fs 


4 
SS, 


2 eg ee 
¥ 300 


sree 


celia tien! 
Nee 


wT gcd! 


a EE 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHES) 


, Pe 
f 


aren 


alguna site 
tnated 
é 


x 


tant. ¥y 

Pnaeey 
: ‘on 

EP 

ie 

Yon 


Austria 
rom Ce 


eloads 


ie bate 


SHEEP 


Sa 


eas 


O<ter& 
Ati 
eat 


Y 


asf ay! 


mn ac 
striae 
nee ae 


Te Me is 

a Bee Stet Se 
Setar mae puns PERE BRS : eae : : : % Be UO NOY, 
BRR TE LES : MERLE O) ne ‘ Serres EASE: Ss SEE SE Boas eer, PEN SETS Les 


-—_nepmonuoes At tt ASSN) 


Ae perera niet Wi 
Rata 


Dunied 
ate 
ets 


% 
Ser ane 
ey 


SIN Soest 


‘ee 
Bee a 
sa 


cept 


re kh aati 


eats 
Wa 
a 


ge bebo = bee nd 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIOMAL, ARCH i : : a ( SSIFIED a 


~— coon ff . 


TC ww tin wm, 
Dickie eae fein, 57) 
. in fed 


* 


Mit oe ge 
Overy 
‘ st on ahs, 
S 


REPRODUCED AT TH NATIONAL APS age ee Epes Ge 
_nepropucen ar ienarossa.arennes}. DECLASSIFIED © 


RHIVeS | ; 


ee eat 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL A 


—_— 


nePRoouceD A ie HAO c \y. Vs . DECLASSIFIED 


PURE 
pee) 
nr 


ie 


os 
Pte 
a 


WE 


Protacannr ye 


veny 


wee 


een cadens eae ome e 


et ca AR ge 


cS ||RE 7 


RE 


paket 
4 


Sa pukey 


Ligiidegtios 
i 


ca 


Sir ee 


Ea 


% 
pnd as 

BAGS Fey 
As % 


aaa 


Pants 
ati 
‘ayia 


rk 


RDM 
Satie 


te 
a 


B® 


cD “RE geo 


2105 
| JU Saty GE FE 
SD Lar. IPO | 


fe SAG? 


DE 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATION 


ees 
oe 


Toe bat oy va z y 
¢ ae ra : ey Ae e : ma were $ He 
on thi Pee tiny Bee C AE Sik ma : : ee ae me S 
Aten : : "en a ale : ste 
yee % vs ies sae AeA 2 e Pst Ninh 
‘ % S) * : a A : 4 
oui cS ; 


i 
ina 
i Vann ea : So) “ : 
bi - A SS ayav at : 3 eeE : 
We RTE he BE SM " 2 i wr 

MEISE 38 He! Peay 
iss PRUE eee 


a Pt 


nePROOUCED AT THE NATIONAL ce : i - DECLASSIFIED ee 


ff De .. " 


Sate 
ca 
A Hy Bate 


ath tea tS 
Ae 


ma 
nea 

Ria Re 
Tage ora 


ae 


nePRODUCED AT THE NATO wv 4 DECLASSIFIED - 


Ck 
Sy 
ton 


steah! 


% 
tele 
eel yo 


CLASSIFIED 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL AE “DE 


rs 


eke iveiad 
Daan ioy 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL AR 


“Authority, 


eee 


Foot 


Sey 


te 


: Seg ay 


1 papagoueeb Arm NATE A DECLASSIFIED 


SE 
Seay Se 
A 


tite 
y 


i 
a 


. 
Eh 
ie 
Fg ses 
lees aoe, 
oe het 
5 
ia 


“1 


4 . “ity 


Roke2 


fad 
Salt aere 


ESS yt 
Aa ae 


ee ern alt 


AVES e 


Bes 


ee 


s Peer tees Ma 
by Peat is 
eats y 
cee yas pie: ‘ 
NS 


1:5 poner 
Nea Peper 


boaktey 


etre 


uy 


ee EUR CH 


a 


“nepropueed ar renaniat aseeNel, o RG _260 3 
author LS 


"he ; CSP OF Fy: 


ey 


eds 


se phd 
seth d ie 


oa cr 


tlie ie of 
acy ig 


eG. 


Hoa 


pi 


ee: 


: i 
iy ud 
Yen 


‘ C rt ue 

ey ones sett 3 ve 
Oho: 0) g 
AECL 


‘A. 


“$3 ts 4 
RN ante 


HESS oe 2 


x 


Pra 


Misa ot fel 


dual 


ae Ls i 


“at 


"i 
ited 


Bis 


veils 


‘ 
oy 


a a 
fey ate 


aa eens 
ener ‘ 
ete Beech teniaa 
ee LS ste 
Ese aashed ie et 


meosemnarrnme O27 g 


ae roars soe eROPUVES 1 4. 
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIE) 2. 


J YE ele Pithnty 


FS 


« 


F 
ons 


a 
tay 
rieen 


oN 
a oN 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATION 


oe 


Box_ 


ea 


peer wae 


wath s ats 


les 


2 5 


7 ar =: 


rare wa ee 


on eat 


A 


sai 


73 


Rass 


fads 


fe 


vt 


acre acme 
eae ie ha 


oe 


1% 


ewe heen ed 


AY 


Panels 


BEE 2 ye 


ata oi 


fie 


ied 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES: = . , we Seay RG ; 7 6 O 


File. tL Ate TO 
| 3 ; File Fespembctecmuls (7 gypey 
| | Box 167 eo : 


ee sa fe ; 


Tier AG Petey 


rece 


‘Property Control gat’ Resti 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES) 


DECLASSIFIED 


meaner hmm t a tae mn ne me 


(ay 


eee 


re Geil 

Hairs ies 
othe ted) 
weary 


Ro ncait 
sens 


se 


ane 


Tete 


ee 
aa 


ERS 


REPROOUCED AT THE NATIONAL arenes) 


Stik 
acess 
Ee; x. 


ies 


5 


RE ee 
Steay ise: 


Pay; 


0s 


fe 
i 


pad: 


Ua 
eine 


eae 


hee are 


Rapes Rie 


Be RE 


a ist 
ivee Oe EC . 
faye ee 


OOO Ee 


: REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL arouwes| 


tt ere a 


DECLASSIFIED © 


a 
tt A * 


seein, 
BN 


Wipray 
uae 


se 


bev 
gee 
aay 


eas 
SEATS ASS 
an 


ie? «e 
Pr 


REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL AXOHIVES 


IM R RESTITUTION rh THE BRITISH OCCUPIED ZONE OF AUS STRIA 
| bes Sottey. | 
ae United Nations 
. British reatitution. policy, like tae ‘Enericaa, is based ‘woon tne 
"London Decleration" of 5 Janary 19h3. Besaaly speaking, property is 
ae us “appropriate for rest itutdoait it it falls into one of the 
> followiag’ categories: | | | 7 | | 
| a) Ideutifiable goods which were As existance ‘in the glaimdnt country 
- at the beginning ‘of the. esd ‘ovelipati cay and wbieb were removed 
trom the eleinant comtry aunt ag the enemy occuration as A result 
| of an act of dispossesston of any kind, with or without the use of 
force's . 2 
(2) Identifiable goods which come into existence after ane beginning 
of the enemy i of the ¢laimant comtry, = which were | 
removed during ‘the enemy occupation as 3 result of an act o 
Ag cebs sgesaion Aavolving ‘the Use | of. foree adeeee ly: exercised | 
: against the goods conceraed. . 
qa the British. Zone, ‘Like in the dnerican, ‘aay an Interin Restitution 


p SEE anh of limite scope fuactions peading the comniag into ‘effect of the : 


restitution provisions of the austrian Feace Treaty. ‘Carrency, movetary gold 


and silver and securities, ‘Likewise do not come within the terns of this , 
‘limited interim Program. ' ? | . | 

It follows from (1) aad (2): shows hat from the sctseall restitution 
aspect, ‘aman ‘eannot loot his aes: property. Therefore, gocts: voluatarily 
removed by their lawful owners from ceoupied coimtries hiedines the: enemy oceu- 
pation are not subject to restitution under the terms of the British Iaterim 
Restitution Prograts | 7 a 7 


de, Ex-Enemy Countries. 5% . - 


“Article 5 of the. Control. agreement ‘for Austria of 28 Tend 1946 eteutaes 


thet the protection, ‘care and restitution Of : property ‘belonging. to the 
“Governments of any of the United Nations: of their nationals" isa matter 


“in regards to which the Allied Commission my act directly.” There is ao 
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Kereietes a. the Control Agreement to the restitution of Hx-Hueny property. 

The British attitude iB,. therefore, thet! the restitution ‘ofBe-Bueny property 
from dustria is a matter for settlenent between the claimant goveranent concerned 
and the austrian Covernm at As regards’ whe eaghituttnn: of Austrian property ee 

: ee the British Cccupied pone: of Ge mnainy this is dealt with by an dustrian 
Restitution Mission accredited 6 the Cocupation Authorities: in. Germany. 

' It is in no way ‘regarded as a responsibility of the RD, & R Division. ACs 
(B.E.). 7” es 

Be Practice. | 
The procedare for dealing with exter raal restitution ‘claims to. property 
> located in the British Occupied ee of: dustrie ‘ig divided ane atx phases,” 
very gimiler: to the Aner ican procedures 
(a) Craims | are submitted by authorized representatives of ‘elaimant 
eid in triplicate in a “prescribed special form to R De & Re Division 

AC. (Be Ee). Claims are not accepted tron individuals. . 

— (b) Claims are thes examined by the R, D. & R Divistoay A, Code (B.E.) 
to insure that they provide sufficient detet? for investigetica, fall. pritna faci 
within the terms of. the British Interim Restitution Program, and are dareéetty 
made out. SS — - | —— 

| te) ‘Claims are er investigated. and reported, pon: by representatives of 
| RD. & R. Division, A.Gede (.8.) in the: British Ocoupted Zone and . Séctor of | 

Vienna. Property anak if located, is placed under’ ‘eoatrol pending settlement ni 
| of the clain. Holders of eledned property are. required to neveels by means _ 

of a set questionnaire in what circumstances they acquired the property. 

(ay The reports Oa ‘the lavestigation, together with any representations , 
made by interested perties, are. then exami asd by RD. &. R. Division, A.C, Ae 

(BoE.) and a decision ia taken as to whe ther the property is appropriate | 

_for restitution. Representatives Se icine ecupteicn ars aotified | 

~ accordingly. : _ | | - oo 

, (e) Periodically representatives of claimant countries make’ restitution 
; tours of the Beiter Cooupied Zone « During these tours physical handover 

i. of property ghiok was appropriate for restitution is. ere out saan the: 
peupreyie ice of representatives of ‘thie, ReDe ‘e Re Divisioa, A.C. 4, (B.E. de 


@) Arrangements re tie transport of restituted property are the 


= = 


Ay Oe 


' responsibility of claimant countries. Packing ami transport are normally | 


. capeteh out by dngtries civilian contractors whic obtain payment for their 
services from the Sigketal occ aes du ascouaune with the 4llied Countil 
- decision of 7 March 19h6, quoted previously and on presentation of a special 
authorized authority waieh is is ened by R RD, & Re Divisica, Pao he (BeEs)e 
Ce resteab: a 


Up to 31 December 19h? the following progress bad béen meade: 


Czecho- © - 0 Hole “Yago- 
2: 2 ay eece land Poland USSR slevia Total 


Cleims Re jected 
or not located 
‘Claims ready for 

handover 


Claims under In- \ 


stigation' 


Total Claims | 
Submitted ___ 


‘The British Governme zt has inf cnmed ‘elaimant countries through diplomatic | 
channels that claims for the restitution. of looted property from the British | 
Occupied Zone of Austria cannot be accepted by the British eee after 
30 April 1948. | ; | 
, | D. Effect Upon Anatrtan Economy. 

British restitution penne Hias do'not rere the econany of austria to 
be glace: preference over the econany of ‘claimant couatry. which is one or 
the United Nations. Tee deferment of assur tas of ‘looted eres ia per- 
mitted, however, in eases where the removal would. embarrass the Confiander -in- 
Chief in his task of maintaining law ani order and preventing disease and 
unrest, or would effect the eecentier maintenance of the Forces of Coeu- 
pation. Deferment on these grounds has been authorized in only some tox 
cases up to the present time , for specif ied eee not normally eer 
nine ‘moaths, ‘ani in sueh cases une lade coustry 1s authorized to obtain 
EN rental from the holder of the property during the period of deferment, Never= 


theless, LO: markedly averse effect upon the Austrian Ecowany ag a result of 


‘external restitution hes been observed in the British Occupied: Zone of Auatiia. 


hos 
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‘E, Some Points: of General Interest. 

The gaente restituted vader the Interim Restitution Program a5 
extremely varied in its nature. The najority of cases related to machinery, . 
bat the following oe fey Saute of some of the more interesting matters 

i, which have been dealt with: | | 
(a) Tanzenberg Library was established ugar Klagenfurt, Kaernten, during — 
‘the War by the Zembralbibliothek der Hien Schule (NSDAP) and contained many 
thouvende of packs? some of then very eet am valuable, ‘looted by the 
Germans from occupied eouder lee: Over a period of 23 years the sorting of 
these looted books tias been carried out: by a staff of librarians under tis 
sapervision of the British RD. & R Davialon, « and ‘the following mumbers of 
Cases of at ‘have been restituteds | 
To Belgium 1555. to Czechoslovakia, 1300; to ‘Frances 2516; 
to Greece: 1; to Holland: 1300; to Poland, 4; | . 
to U S.S.Ret 5695 to Yugoslavies 16; t6 Trance, Belgium and. Hol laud (mixeds 15. 
(>) Bight looted yachts acs ‘been rest tuted to the Ae hen lente from the 
Woerthersse, Kaernten, ; 
{e) One Daaube tug boat -has’ been rest Ltuted to Yugoslavia fren the. 
Britig Sector of Vieaa, oo | | | 
(a) Twenty-seven crates of agricultural: end acioxbific equipment looted 
fron the Soviet Institute ve Seientific Reseateh in Agriculture’ have bean 
restitated ‘to the Uses Ss Re . | ae | 
(e) Bight valuable race horges cleined by Francs have been located: md 
are , hela ‘ready for. Hantatieross. 
(ft) Forty-two normal gauge rail loecaotives t have >: Been mesyt vite to 


i 


Yugoslavia. oA 
In afdition to the normal routine ‘Agvesti gutio on of restitution claims, 

some 180 declarations of apparently Jooted property re lating to about 1,060 

“peparats items, mde fn aeconiance with, ‘Decrease of the Military. Gevernmen - 
(ansteia), bas eo tavestigated and circulated to retresenta tives of. 
interested countries 6, and the si spavtiea| eokudvueN ave Been ‘restituted . 
where appropriate. | ao in a er ee <** 

| | oe or 320098 
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V, RESPITUCIN FRO THE SCVIE? ZONE IN AUSTRIA” 
a. General eee ae ; 

The Soviet Government. has declared ‘itself in egreemest with the other 
thfee Allied powers on the fundamental principle of restitution and evolved 
a. program parallel to the one pursued by ths other three Siaieets based on . 
article - Paragraph III of the Control agrooment for Austria. 

' Available informe tion on Soviet policy, procedure, and programs yas 
largely obtained fron eabibureds Missions of other countries which have 
had first-hand experiedse with Sogiet aiithortties. The explanation of 
‘certain differences in Soviet policy toward various countries mst of 
“necessity limit itself to inference and conjecture based on collation and 

vareinations of a , series of actual restitution accounts. . | 

4 review of Soviet restitution activities to elainant nations leads to . 
the easiest oe that return of properties to countries within the orbit of | 
the U.S.5.R.. ds favored and promoted, while restitutions to Western scauteies 
as for instance to phe: Nether lands and Belgiuri has never been realized. 

; France constituted an seecenttcn in that restitutions 4 were made to her from 
the Soviet Zone in Austria; this seems to have hose partly siokivatea by 
coasideration of reciprocity. | | 

B. "Practice and: “Beoosdare, 
Restitution missicas of favared gover ments obtained permission to 7 
search for looted property in the on tie and, after having accumulated 

: sufficient data to present a well documented Casey submit their claim bo 

oer the Soviet restitution enerinee in Vienna. Great care is “cua by. 
these officials and due consideration given to, the dustriea viewpoint in 
cases or protest or ob jection and generally, where removal of property would 
prove damaging to dustria’s recovery, the Soviet authorities favor trade ne- 
gotiations and bi-laterel settlement. Only one gas of this nature has so 
far arisen and was settled in the foregoing manner between dustria ami the 
Netherlands. | | 


The actual decision to restitute a.given piece of property to a 
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éleimant goverument, according to the Soviet apokeaman, rests with the 
Commanding Gener et in the Zone. . : 

On the scastl cy of goods produced in a claimant country during German 
Cc eupation and Located in the Soviet Zone: of Austria, the Soviet element, 
as a matter of general policy, considers suse ercpeety we restitutable upon 
ee re of valid proof of origin by the claimant government. Soviet 
reatitutioa poliey does not limit the range of restitutable properties. 
wansenedess nee gold, silver aud, securities, are sub ject to restitution. 
No elaims for such property, however, have: bees presented gO far. 

Apparently in conformance with presext Soviet foreign policy on Austria, 
Soviet restitution authorities ka ve Seeasi onelly returned claimed property 
with less deley and more willingly to France than to Poland in order to avoid 
accusations of favoritism toward meuber countries of the Eastern block. 

The Soviet: Usion has a limited number of restitution officials fuagtion- 
ing in ber Zone of austria. bs for as ‘ns be adcertained, Busi ce Gnawa 
| by compari son with that of the other three Allied elements, does not Pere 
for field investigatious of claims by Soviet officials. This component 
function of restitution in the (cape of Poland and Hungary, for example, is 
Austen? primarily upon the missions of those two countries. Cnly in eases 
of disputed identity do the Soviet ‘authorities initiate their own ee 
tion. Official correspondence is Limited to a bare minimum. : 

C. Progresd. : 

Soviet restitution to Hungary has peein of a halting natare and the 
Hungaria spokesman judges that in proporti ca to the quantity of restitutable 
Tongarian property in the Soviet and 1 diner iean Zones of austria, they have only 
received about 46% from the Soviet as compared. to Uae? reveived from the 
American Zone, which latter expressed in doblar yale, amounts to $11,867,000 ° 
Fou the éntire restitution program to Emgary up jto 31 December 197. 

To date restitution claims of Norway, Petetan, ant the Notherlauis, ‘have 
het peen processed. Return of property to Francs was delayed till LWT; put 
the program is row 95% completed, according to Soviet SOUrCESe Restitution. 
to Poland and Yagoslovia was begun in 1915 and practically completed by 
September 1946, Property returned to Poland from the Soviet Zone of dustria 
amounts to approximately one ba if in dollar value of restitutions. mde froin 
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‘the dneriaas Zone ta iustria to the same “county widel attained. 1-$11,040, 250 for 


568 1/8 carloads les a 31 December 1947. Restituttons: to Coschos ovale. are a 
nearing completion. ) 


On pesedtation of property to austrian! nationals she Soviet eutbor ities, 7 


extend full. cooperation. ‘One instance mextianed Was the claim of Cardinal 


, Tnnitzer of Austria for the return of certain etiurdt bells removed ‘by the 


Nazis ‘and loc ated in the Soviet. Zone of" dastria,’ ‘These bells were premitly 


returned by the Soviet authorities. - 


Tae Soviet attitude on restitutdions to Italy bas been negative inasmmen 
ag it produsei no. tangible results 6 date. In. jas 194? authorities: in 
Rome shelved restitution elaiis from the Soviet Zante a distria pending . 


the materialization of. an Austoien Peace Treaty whieb: would permit ‘direct 


eesobiatiGne with the dustrian Covenant: Tn Oct ober 1947s renewed Tealian 7 


panied by a ‘Soviet: military offielal. 


efforts through diplomatic channels sees futile, despite the Soviet offer, 


Oman entry into the Soviet Zone of one asored ited ‘Italian expert accom Pron 


s 


_ Sumary. . 


Viewing the over-all effects: of the Soviet ‘restitution program i upon . 
dustria’ 6 econanic revival, the Soviet ‘spokeanaa observed that the larger 
part of ‘restituted, property was not fa obkable condition ent hence of ittie « 
value to the. vaomnizy. ‘No! over-all appraisal of. the ‘Progress: os ‘the: Soviet 


restitution progran in austria is available. 
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vie EFFECT oN THE AUSTRIAN ECONOMY “OF THE EXTERNAL RESTITUTION , 
_ PROGRAMS, OF THE FOUR sees POWERS 

There are no statistics or other evaluations of the effects of the 
overall restitution program to date available on the dustrian economy .. 
any Sat sist sce of ‘restilts mist be ‘of a general character ouly and mere ly 
follow step by step the progress of, restitution fron its beginning to the | 
present. Early restitution in the UsSey French, and British Zones were 
concerned with éasily iedacee objects found ia aiouse which were separated 

from the dustrian. economy in 1945 and 19h6 whea the country lay prostrate. 

Through 1947 tbe. econany began to suffer seriously by further Manele: 
of equipment of all descriptions from industries which had begun to praliuce 

aeeine | . 
Concerning the Soviet Dena, the above evolution might be paid: to have 
been reversed. It is generally conceded that, the U,S.S.R. denuded justria' a 
; industries of the larger part of. its yroduetion potential. The retiainder es 
placed at the isposal of the dustrien Government or of Soviet owned firms. 
in dastoie and remained relatively sndiytuebea” by the ‘Later reatitution prograi. 
ott is the official dustrien opinion that. the External Restitution seoenen 
aeveraly damaged the country's econany and that the greater. part. of atacted, 
restitutions did an injustice to. the loser tims which bad acquired ‘the reget 
industrial property through German offices. and “paid as full for the property 
delivered. 

Inu rebuttal, however, it iat be tate,” and has deen proved that. the 
majority of eae tons were made from property not eeeseeten “into the 
Austrian econany ani that, situciou the Austrian firms in some, instances had , 
paid the German war offices ‘for the property, the United Nations whieb bed 
lost received no coupensations — a problem, therefore, remained one of ¢om~ 

pensating the Austrian firns whieh were required to deliver looted property 
which they hed acquired through one means or another. ‘This adjustment is, 
of course, the seepousivility of the uses Goveriment euick thex, iz cape. 
hag a claim, for its reimbursenient against Germany. - 
= _ The Austrian Covernment hes to date’ shown no disposition to accept the 


responsibility for the compensatica ‘of Austrian Sattonale or business enter-= 


prises dujured through the carrying out of a Zonet veel program essentially 


rePRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES” : DECLASSIFIED 
Ry _BEPABRA Date ott 


RG _A4a 
File “Ft Saga Dae 


Box SE 7 


ad 


ingtead, it merely registers repeatedly its discontent 


| just and equitable; 
is \ 


_ with a fait accompli. 
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